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New 2011 MRSA Reporting 
Requirements for New Jersey



Important Information

1) The New Jersey MRSA legislation (N.J.S.A. 26:2H-

12.35 et seq.) has not been changed

2) The reporting elements required to meet this 

legislative mandate have been updated by the NJ 

DHSS

3) The new requirements will begin January 2011

4) The reasons for these updated reporting requirements 

include: better standardization of reporting definitions 

and methods and NHSN system guidance and 

evaluation of data entry



2011 MRSA Reporting

 Organism = MRSA

 Data Collection:

– CDC NHSN - MDRO/CDI Module

 Required Facilities and Locations:

– All acute care hospitals

– All inpatient locations facility-wide for LabID Events

– Locations specified by the facility for AST

 Required Data:

– CO and HO LabID Event blood specimens at the facility-

wide level 

– Adherence to AST in chosen locations



What Will be Different?

 Specific Reporting for LabID Events:

– Must monitor blood specimen LabID Events at the facility-wide

inpatient level

– Must report all CO and HO blood specimen LabID Events

 Overall MRSA Reporting:

– Must add this reporting info to the Monthly Reporting Plan

– Data entry for LabID Event and AST Adherence reporting will be 

“in-plan” according to the module protocol

– Business rules and edit checks will help guide appropriate and 

accurate reporting



How Will this Help?
 Standardized definitions for what is reported as HO and CO

 No required calculating of days between admission and specimen 

collection

 Only one facility-wide Total Patient Days and Total Admissions count 

per month for required LabID Events

 Efficient and effective transmission prevention efforts are dependent 

on knowing:

 CO-Prevalence information (exposure pressure/burden)

 MRSA exposure and infection burden throughout a facility (not 

only in ICUs)

 Reporting “in-plan” allows for faster and more accurate data entry:

 System will guide a user to required fields

 System will release alerts and reminders when data are missing



Adding Locations into NHSN



Why do I Need to Add Locations?

 LabID Event reporting of MRSA-positive blood specimens is now 

required at the facility-wide inpatient level (FacWideIN)

 Each LabID Event (numerator) is reported according to the 

patient’s location when the specimen is collected

 This means that any inpatient unit could potentially house a 

patient who has an MRSA blood specimen LabID Event

 Two choices available to ensure that a location is available for 

reporting when a LabID Event is identified:

 Add all inpatient locations before reporting begins in 2011

 Add each inpatient location as it is identified as a location 

where a qualifying LabID Event was collected from a patient



PS Home Page: Facility > Locations



Locations Page: Specify Location Info



Find Locations: All or Specific Search



Conferring Rights
(new method in 2011)



How will Confer Rights be Different?

 Confer Rights will be different for NJ facilities in two ways:

 The updated NJ reporting requirements include different data to 

be shared

 Facilities will be reporting all CO and HO MRSA blood 

specimen LabID Events

 Facilities will be reporting at the facility-wide inpatient level 

(FacWideIN)

 Responsibility for template set-up is transitioning to the Group

 The NJ State HAI Group will set up the template with all 

details of the specific data that need to be shared

 For some sharing, facilities may need to specify their locations 

(these choices will be highlighted clearly)

 Facilities will “Accept” the template specified by the Group



PS Home Page: Group > Confer Rights



NJ State HAI Group: Confer Rights

NJ State HAI Group

Step #1

Step #3

Step #2



Pre-Filled: General Options and Surveys

NJ State HAI Group



Pre-Filled: HAI Mandate Requirements

Specifications will match 
info currently being shared 
for the NJ HAI Mandate.

Details not covered here!



Pre-Filled: LabID Blood FacWideIN   
Requirements



Pre-Filled: Location Specific Admission   
AST Requirements



Facility must click “Accept” for data 
sharing to occur with the Group



Creating a
Monthly Reporting Plan



PS Home Page: Reporting Plan > Add



Choose: Month and Year

2011



For HAI Mandated Reporting:
“Copy from Previous Month”



For MRSA Mandated Reporting:
FacWideIN – MRSA – LabID Blood Only

NOTE: There are NO AST settings required for FacWideIN



For MRSA Mandated Reporting:
Choose Locations – MRSA – ADM

– ALL or NHx

NOTE: There are NO LabID Event settings required for AST units

----------------------------------------------------Facility’s

Choice



Facility must click “Save” for
Monthly Reporting Plan to be active



For All Months After January 2011:
Use “Copy from Previous Month”

for All Sections



Entry of Blood Specimen 
LabID Events



What are the Rules for Entering MRSA Blood 
Specimen LabID Events FacWideIN?

 MRSA-positive blood specimens MUST be monitored throughout all 

inpatient locations within a facility for FacWideIN reporting

 An MRSA blood specimen LabID Event MUST be entered whether it 

is community-onset (CO) or healthcare facility-onset (HO)

 For a patient in a specific location, a new MRSA blood specimen 

qualifies as a LabID Event after 14 days or greater from a prior one

 The 14-day rule not only includes the 14-days after a previously 

reported blood LabID Event, but there must also be 14-days 

since the last MRSA-positive result reported from the lab for the 

patient in the specific location

 LabID Events never include results from Active Surveillance Testing



NHSN will Categorize your
MRSA Blood Specimen LabID Events

as CO or HO

Community-Onset (CO): LabID Event specimen collected as 

an inpatient ≤ 3 days after admission to the facility (i.e., days 

1, 2, or 3 of admission to the facility).

- Prevalence metrics will include the CO blood LabID Events

Healthcare Facility-Onset (HO): LabID Event specimen 

collected > 3 days after admission to the facility (i.e., on or 

after day 4 of admission to the facility).

- Incidence metrics will include the HO blood LabID Events



PS Home Page: Event > Add



Add Patient Information



Add Event Information

Auto-filled

Patient Location 

when

Specimen Collected

Entries for 

Blood

LabID Events

01/14/2011

01/09/2011

01/09/2011



Remember to click “Save” at bottom
of LabID Event entry screen



Entry of
Monthly Denominator Data

for FacWideIN
LabID Event Reporting



PS Home Page: Summary Data > Add



Choose Summary Data Type > Continue



Enter Location Code = FacWideIN
plus Month and Year

2011



Enter Facility-Wide Inpatient Counts
Total Patient Days and Total Admissions

2011



MRSA / LabID Event (blood specimens only)
box is Auto-filled

according to Monthly Reporting Plan

2011

Auto-filled



Remember to click “Save” at bottom
of Summary Data entry screen



Entry of Monthly
Admission AST Adherence Data

by Specified Locations



What are the Rules for Entering MRSA
Admission AST Adherence Data?

 These are aggregate counts of location specific MRSA Admission 

AST and are entered at the end of each month

 Admission AST must be performed within the first three days upon 

patient admission to a specific unit (Admit=Day 1, 2, 3)

 The facility must conduct MRSA Admission AST in at least one 

specific high-risk location, and up to as many as the facility chooses

 The facility should share data from all MRSA Admission AST 

locations with the NJ State HAI Group

 The facility must decide for each specific location whether to 

conduct Admission AST on ALL patients admitted to the unit, or only 

on NHx patients admitted to the unit



Definitions for Monitoring Adherence 
to MRSA Admission AST

 AST Eligible Patients: (facility chooses one of the following)

All : All patients admitted to the selected location regardless of  
history of MRSA infection or colonization

NHx : Only patients admitted to the selected location with NO 
documented positive MRSA infection or colonization 
during the previous 12 months

 Counts for Admission AST Eligible:

 For All - total # of patients admitted to the unit in the month

 For NHx – # of patients admitted to the unit in the month with 
no history of MRSA in previous 12 months

 Counts for Admission AST Performed: # of patients who received 
MRSA AST in the first three days of admission to the unit in the 
month



PS Home Page: Summary Data > Add



Choose Summary Data Type > Continue



Enter Location Code where
Conducting AST plus Month and Year

2011



Enter Specific Location Counts
Total Patient Days and Total Admissions

2011



Enter Counts for
Admission AST Eligible and Performed

2011



MRSA and AST Timing and Eligibility
boxes are Auto-filled

according to Monthly Reporting Plan

Auto-filled

2011



Remember to click “Save” at bottom
of Summary Data entry screen



Need Help?

Contact: Rebecca Greeley
Rebecca.Greeley@doh.state.nj.us

Phone: 609-826-5964

or

E-mail:
NHSN@cdc.gov



Questions?



Thank You!


