
[image: image1.png]



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND SENIOR SERVICES

PO BOX 367

TRENTON, N.J. 08625-0367
www.state.nj.us/health







December, 2003

Dear Administrator:

The New Jersey Department of Health and Senior Services has posted on our website www.state.nj.us/health a Reportable Events Form (AAS45), and it can be found on the forms page.  It should be used for most reportable events that occur in your facility. This information should be faxed to the Department at 609-633-9060 in place of a phone call. The Reportable Events Form must be submitted within the 72-hour timeframe as outlined in the manuals: 

·  Standards for Licensure of Long Term Care Facilities, N.J.A.C. 8:39-9.4(e)

· Standards for Licensure of Residential Health Care Facilities,

 N.J.A.C. 8:43-4.8 (a)

· Standards for Licensure of Assisted Living Residences and Comprehensive Personal Care Homes, N.J.A.C. 8:36-4.9(a)

· Standards for Licensure of Adult and Pediatric Day Health Services, 

N.J.A.C. 8:43F-3.6(g)

There are specific events that must be reported immediately either to our office, 1-800-792-9770 or in the off hours to the state operator, 609-392-2020. This list of events that must be reported is enclosed along with a copy of the Reportable Events form.

This is not an all-inclusive list; there may be other egregious events that occur that you must also report.

I hope that the use of the Reportable Event Form will eliminate most of the numerous phone calls and questions between our office and the facility. If you have any questions you can contact Sandra Brownell at 609-633-8991.







Sincerely,







Elinor Fritz







Director







Long Term Care Assessment and Survey

The following is a list of reportable events that must be called in to the Department of Health and Senior Services at 1-800-792-9770 or in the off hours to the state operator at 609-392-2020: 

· A suspicious and/or unexplained death/murder

· An allegation of rape or substantiated sexual assaults

· Any event that would cause significant damages to the facility structure such as a major fire or structural collapse of area-affecting residents.

· Significant unexplained injuries, such as head injuries, multiple fractures

· An impending job action, strike action or staff walk out

· The evacuation of residents from a facility

· Temporary loss of a major system (electric, water, heating, AC) for more than three hours

· Temporary loss of a major system that cannot be repaired within 24 hours

· Egregious allegations of abuse/neglect and substantiated abuse cases, which result in significant injuries

· Significant infectious outbreaks

· Missing residents 

This is not an all-inclusive list; there may be other egregious events that occur that you must also report.

JAMES E. MCGREEVEY


Governor





CLIFTON R. LACY, M.D.


Commissioner
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